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CMS Expectations and Overview of RHTP Application

Alina Czekai, Director, Office of Rural Health Transformation, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Alina Czekai is the Director of the Office of Rural Health
Transformation at the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.
With a background in government health policy at CMS and
experience in various healthcare startups, Alina bridges the gap
between government and industry. During her time as a Senior
Advisor at CMS under Administrator Seema Verma, Alina co-
» developed CMS Innovation’s Center’s first ever value-based rural
care model. Alina comes from a line of generational farmers in
Upstate New York and is a champion in advocating for improvements
in rural health delivery systems.

State Strategic Visioning: Governor’s Office: Designing a Rural Health Transformation Plan That Delivers

Michael Hendrix, Policy Director, Office of Governor Bill Lee, State of Tennessee

Michael Hendrix serves as the policy director for Gov. Bill Lee of
Tennessee as a member of his cabinet. Previously, he was a senior fellow
and the director of state and local policy at the Manhattan Institute as
well as the senior director for research and emerging issues at the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce Foundation. Hendrix is a graduate of the
University of St. Andrews and lives in Nashville, TN, with his wife, Sarah
Ruth.

Kevin Myers, Deputy Policy Director, Office of Governor Matt Meyer, State of Delaware

Kevin Myers serves as the Deputy Policy Director for Delaware
Governor Matt Meyer. Within this role, Kevin coordinates policy
concerning affordability, economic development, housing, and
healthcare. Previously, Kevin worked under the Biden-Harris
Administration as a Policy Advisor for the National Economic
Council. Kevin has expertise in issues around governance and
governmental accountability, and strengthening collaboration
across local, state, and federal governments.
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Jack Sisson, Vice President, Heartland Whole Health Institute; Former Policy Director, Office of Governor
Sarah Sanders, State of Arkansas

Jack Sisson joined the Heartland Whole Health Institute as a Vice
President of Policy and Strategic Planning. Vice President Sisson leads the
development and execution of integrated health policy strategies,
fosters strategic partnerships, and drives organizational initiatives to
improve health outcomes in Arkansas through systems transformation,
payment reform, and value-based care. Vice President Sisson previously
was senior advisor for health care and policy director for Governor
Sanders.

State Strategic Visioning: State Secretaries: Designing a Rural Health Transformation Plan That Delivers

Moderator: Kate Sapra, Acting Deputy Director, Office of Rural Health Transformation, Centers for

Medicare & Medicaid Services

Poil = ™

Kate Sapra is the Acting Deputy Director of the Office of Rural Health
Transformation at the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. Dr.
Sapra received her PhD and MPH in epidemiology from the Mailman
School of Public Health, Columbia University, and completed doctoral
and postdoctoral work in epidemiology at the Eunice Kennedy Shriver
National Institute of Child Health and Human Developmen. Dr. Sapra
has worked across clinical and population research, healthcare delivery
and payment design, and with diverse stakeholders to generate new
insights and implement innovative solutions.

Janet Vestal Kelly, Secretary of Health and Human Resources, Commonwealth of Virginia

Janet Vestal Kelly serves as the Secretary of Health and Human
Resources for the Commonwealth of Virginia. She was a leading force
behind the First Lady’s It Only Takes One fentanyl awareness initiative
and the Governor's transformational behavioral health plan, Right Help,
Right Now. With experience in the public and private sectors convening
leaders to solve complex problems, Secretary Vestal Kelly’s current role
focuses on ensuring every Virginian can live out their true purpose and
potential.
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Cecile Young, Executive Commissioner, Texas Health and Human Services Commission

Cecile Erwin Young was appointed executive commissioner of the Texas
Health and Human Services Commission by Governor Greg Abbott in 2020,
taking leadership of the state’s largest agency. She has served as a
conference committee clerk for HB 7, which created HHSC in 1991, and she
came to work at HHSC to implement the legislation. Young has over 35 years
of state government experience in Texas, performing budget and policy
work.

Elizabeth Hertel, Director, Michigan Department of Health and Human Services

Sl

Elizabeth Hertel serves as Director of the Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services (MDHHS). A seasoned public health leader, Hertel
brings extensive experience in policy development, program
administration, and community engagement to this role, overseeing
nearly 16,000 employees across Michigan. She has been deeply
committed to keeping kids safe from abuse and neglect and increasing
access to behavioral health care, driving significant innovation and
transformation across both systems.

Technology & Innovation in Rural Care: Harnessing Emerging Technologies for Rural Health

Transformation

Moderator: Bruce Greenstein, Secretary, Louisiana Department of Health; Former Chief Technology Officer,
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services

As Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health, Bruce D. Greenstein
leads the state’s largest agency and a team responsible for delivering
services to millions of Louisianans. Bruce Greenstein has a deep
understanding of healthcare systems, from Medicaid to post-acute care
and is committed to improving health outcomes and ensuring that all
Louisianans have access to the quality healthcare they deserve.
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Dr. James Mault, Executive Chairman and Founder, BiolntelliSense

Dr. Mault has more than 35 years of experience in senior executive
positions in the health IT and medical device industry as well as
clinical medicine. He has founded five health IT and medical device
companies, leading these companies to develop novel devices and
software technologies, gain FDA approvals and forge strategic
partnerships with numerous Fortune 500 companies. Dr. Mault has
been board-certified in both General Surgery and Cardiothoracic
Surgery, having specialized in heart and lung transplantation, thoracic
oncology and critical care.

Evan Hoffman, Director of State and Local Government Relations, Philips

Evan Hoffman is the Director of State and Local
Government Relations at Philips. He has extensive
experience in government affairs, and expertise in
maternal health, telehealth, and foreign investment.
During his time at Philips, Mr. Hoffman has led multi-year
initiatives to secure state-level funding and legislative
support for innovative healthcare technologies, including
telehealth, remote patient monitoring, and digital health

solutions.
RJ Marse, General Counsel, Sprinter Health

RJ Marse currently serves as General Counsel for Sprinter Health
since January 2024 and is also a member of TechGC, an
exclusive peer community for General Counsels that facilitates
knowledge sharing and support. Prior experience includes
Associate General Counsel for Technology & Operations at
DispatchHealth from January 2021 to January 2024, VP of Legal
Affairs at Ready from January 2020 to January 2021, and a
Shareholder at Liskow & Lewis from January 2014 to January
2020.
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From Closure to Continuity: Tackling Hospital Risk in Rural America through RHTP

Abe Sutton, Deputy Administrator and Director, Center for Medicare & Medicaid Innovation, Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services

Abe Sutton serves as the Director of the Center for Medicare and
Medicaid Innovation and Deputy Administrator for the Centers for
Medicare and Medicare Services (CMS). Before assuming this role
in January of 2025, he was a Principal at Rubicon Founders where
he co-founded two health service companies; Honest Health,
which focuses on enabling primary care physicians, and Evergreen
Nephrology, which focuses on enabling nephrologists. Sutton
focused on health policy with the federal government from 2017
to 2019, serving at the National Economic Council, Domestic Policy
Council and Department of Health and Human Services. In these
roles, he coordinated health policy across the federal government,

with a focus on the shift to paying-for-value within Medicare, increasing choice and competition in
health care markets, and updating the federal government’s approach to kidney care.

Workforce & Partnerships: Strengthening the Rural Workforce and Building Regional Collaboration

Moderator: Lynn Barr, Founder, Caraven Health; Executive Director, National Rural Accountable Care
Consortium; Founder and Mentor, Rural Health Innovation Program at UC Berkeley

Lynn Barr is a recognized leader in the movement to transform and
improve our nation’s health care systems. As the Executive Director of
the National Rural Accountable Care Consortium, she has led more
than 150 rural health systems into value-based care and is deeply
involved in rural health policy. As Founder of Caravan Health, Ms. Barr
has led the development and execution of nationwide programs that
bring better care to patients and help health care providers achieve

financial success.
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Dr. Thomas Aloia, Executive Vice President & Chief Clinical Officer, Ascension

Dr. Aloia joined Ascension in January 2021 as Senior Vice President
and Chief Medical Officer. Previously, he was Vice President and
Director of Oncology Services, Maternal Health and Perinatal
Medicine. He has extensive clinical expertise in hepatobiliary surgery,
gastrointestinal surgical oncology, minimally invasive surgery, liver
transplantation and functional recovery. Additional expertise includes
value-based care, service line design, and patient safety and quality.

Michael Bruhn, Director, State Affairs, Alzheimer’s Association

Michael Bruhn is the Director of State Affairs for the Alzheimer’s
Association. Michael helps guide the Alzheimer's Association’s state
government affairs work in 23 states. He previously served as the
Senior Director of Public Policy for the Wisconsin Chapter of the
Alzheimer’s Association, where he led the government relations and
advocacy efforts on behalf of the more than 120,000 Wisconsinites
living with Alzheimer’s disease as well as all related dementias and

their caregivers.

Dr. Emily Aaronson is the Chief Medical Officer at Walmart and an
Associate Professor at Harvard Medical School. Associate Chief
Quality Officer at Massachusetts General Hospital, Associate
Professor of Emergency Medicine at Harvard Medical School and
attending physician in the Department of Emergency Medicine at
MGH. She also served as an Associate Medical Director for CRICO,
the risk management foundation of the Harvard medical
institutions. Dr. Aaronson completed her medical school education
at McMaster University and received a Masters in Public Health at
the Harvard School of Public Health..




